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Bush for Fiscal 2007 for programs to
strengthen international education and for-
eign language studies even as we must follow
tenaciously the response of Congress.

I was very pleased in this respect that last
month President Bush told a group of U.S.
university presidents of his proposal to
strengthen foreign language study, particu-
larly Arabic and other critical languages.

The President spoke of a ‘‘National Secu-
rity Language Initiative’’ and asked for $114
million in Fiscal 2007 as ‘‘seed money’’ to es-
tablish critical language instruction in grade
schools, support college-level language
courses and create a national corps of ‘‘re-
serve’’ linguists who could serve in times of
need.

Although an encouraging sign, as The New
Republic said last month (January 23, 2006),
“[I]t remains to be seen whether the lightly
funded initiative will be anything more than
symbolic.”

Now we must be sure that Congress votes
even this modest amount of money to carry
out this promise and, indeed, do much bet-
ter!

For as the final sentence of our CED report
declares, ‘‘Our national security and our eco-
nomic prosperity ultimately depend on how
well we educate today’s students to become
tomorrow’s global leaders.”

Amen!

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH AMERICO

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor a truly extraor-
dinary young student from Con-
necticut. Elizabeth Americo of Guil-
ford has recently been selected as one
of Connecticut’s two honorees in the
2006 Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. This honor, is given to only
one high school student and one junior
high school student in each state as
well as the District of Columbia. A
quick look at Elizabeth’s record of
community service shows her to be
truly deserving of such recognition.

Elizabeth, who is 17 years old and a
junior at Guilford High School, is the
founder and president of Students for
Health and Social Justice, a club at her
school that is dedicated to raising
awareness and funds to assist needy
people both in the United States and
abroad.

Elizabeth was first inspired to be-
come involved in volunteer work by
her older brother’s work with impover-
ished Haitians. Upon arriving at Guil-
ford High School her freshman year,
Elizabeth decided she wanted to share
her passion for helping others with her
fellow students. The result was Stu-
dents for Health and Social Justice,
which now boasts 21 members who
meet regularly to discuss poverty and
community health issues around the
world and plan both awareness, and
fundraising, events to address these
issues. With hard work, creativity, and
a deep commitment to helping others,
the club has sponsored dances and
other events to help raise money for
health care programs in Haiti, relief
aid for tsunami victims, UNICEF, and
other causes. Elizabeth and her fellow
club members have also not forgotten
about the needy in their local commu-
nity, organizing an impressive four-
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school-strong food drive for a local

soup kitchen.
Elizabeth’s extensive record of volun-

teer service, done at such a young age,
serves as an inspiring example to all of
us about the difference we can make in
our communities if we are willing to
put in the time and energy. It is young
people such as Elizabeth that give me
great hope for the future of our coun-
try.

%fn recognition of her achievements,
Elizabeth will be invited to Washington
in early May with the 101 other 2006
Spirit of Community honorees from
across the country who were selected
from a pool of several thousand nomi-
nees. While in Washington, 10 of the
honorees will be selected as America’s
top youth volunteers of the year by a
distinguished national selection com-
mittee cochaired by 2 of my distin-
guished colleagues, Senator TIM JOHN-
SON of South Dakota and Senator

SAXBY CHAMBLISS of Georgia.
I wish Elizabeth the best of luck,

both with this award and in all her fu-
ture endeavors. I would like to end my
remarks, Mr. President, by taking the
time to thank Elizabeth Americo for
the good work she has done and the
work I am sure she will continue to do
in the future.e®
——

HONORING ELEANOR L.
RICHARDSON

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I
mourn the passing and pay tribute to a
wonderful Georgian, a great leader, and
a personal friend of mine. The Honor-
able Eleanor Richardson passed away
on February 21, 2006, leaving a tremen-
dous void in the hearts of all who knew
and loved this extraordinary woman.

A long-time resident of Decatur, GA,
she was involved in Civic Organizations
such as the League of Women Voters,
serving as the president of the Dekalb
League and then the Georgia League.
It was during this time that a friend
urged her to run for a vacant seat in
the Georgia General Assembly, thus be-
ginning her memorable political ca-

reer.

From 1975 until 1991, she served with
great distinction as one of the first fe-
male members in the Georgia House of
Representatives, and I was privileged
to serve with her for many of those
years. She gained an impeccable rep-
utation as a faithful advocate for her
district and a determined voice of the
voiceless. Eleanor’s legislative prior-
ities included issues related to the wel-
fare of children, women, the elderly
and the homeless. She had an unwaver-
ing commitment to justice and equal-
ity.

3]Ellea.nor was respected by her col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for
her determined leadership. She served
on several key House committees, in-
cluding the Appropriations Committee,
the Health and Ecology Committee and
the State Planning and Community Af-
fairs Committee, where she served as
chair of the local legislation sub-
committee.

After retiring from public office, El-
eanor was appointed to the newly
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founded Georgia Commission on
Women in 1992 and served as its first
vice chair. She remained a tireless
servant to her community and to the
State through her work on countless
other boards and advocacy organiza-
tions. For over 45 years, she was a
faithful and beloved member of Glenn
Memorial United Methodist Church,
highly active both in the local church
and in her denomination.

Eleanor leaves behind a loving and
devoted family, including her husband,
Merlyn Eldon Richardson; her daugh-
ter, Merlyn Richardson Nolan; her two
grandsons, Gaillard Ravenel Nolan, Jr.,
and Merlyn Richardson Nolan; and her
two great-grandchildren, Hadley Jane
Nolan and Parker Richardson Nolan.

This strong-willed and generous
woman devoted her entire life to serv-
ing others, and she will always be re-
membered for her compassion, integ-
rity, fairness and unshakable commit-
ment to creating a fair and just soci-
ety. She touched the lives of many
Georgians, including this Senator,
through her efforts on behalf of our
community.

It was an honor to know and to serve
in the Georgia House with Eleanor
Richardson, and it is a privilege to be
in this Senate and pay tribute to her
great life.®

—————

TRIBUTE TO JACK APPLEBAUM

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor a truly extraor-
dinary young student from Con-
necticut. Jack Applebaum of Green-
wich has recently been selected as one
of Connecticut’s two honorees in the
2006 Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. This honor is given to only one
high school student and one junior
high school student from each state as
well as the District of Columbia. A
quick look at Jack’s record of commu-
nity service shows him to be truly de-
serving of such recognition.

Jack, who is 13 and an eighth-grader
at Central Middle School in Greenwich,
is a founding member of his school’s
chapter of Building with Books, a na-
tional organization that raises money
to build schools in developing coun-
tries. Jack learned about the organiza-
tion and its mission in class and, in his
own words, ‘I was hooked right away.”
After learning that four-fifths of the
world is illiterate, Jack decided I
wanted to make this number smaller.”

Instead of just talking about the
problem, Jack decided to do something
about it. He played a leading role in
forming the Building with Books chap-
ter at Central Middle School, helping
to attract members to the club, setting
goals, and putting together fund-
raisers. During its first year, the club
hosted school parties and ran an after-
school snack cart that helped to raise
over $4,000 to help build a school in
Mali. The club also performed other
good works, such as making blankets
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